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Dear Friends of Diablo Ballet,

As we present the final program of our 32nd Season, I am thrilled
to share an exciting preview of our 33rd Season (2026-2027)

- one that will be filled with magic, beauty, and unforgettable
performances.

Highlights of the upcoming season include the Diablo Ballet
premiere of Valse Fantaisie by George Balanchine, as well as
brand-new productions of Carmen by Brian Enos, Little Red Riding
Hood by acclaimed dancemaker Val Caniparoli, and 4 Midsummer
Night's Dream by Julia Adam. And for those who missed Company
B by Paul Taylor, we are delighted to bring it back next season!

From the bottom of my heart, thank you for your continued support.
Because of you, our sponsors, subscribers, donors, and patrons,

we are able to share the power and artistry of dance. I hope you
will join me in celebrating 33 years of Diablo Ballet and this
extraordinary company of dancers.

With profound gratitude,

lursn
Lauren Jonas
Atrtistic Director, Diablo Ballet



Coppélia

Choreography: Lauren Jonas, Sean Kelly after Arthur Saint-Léon
Music: Léo Delibes
Staging: Lauren Jonas, Sean Kelly
Additional Staging: Nicole Ciapponi, Amanda Farris, Luis Gonzalez, Olivia Powell
Coaching: Carolyn Goto, Kaori Ogasawara, Dawn Perrin, Pierre-Francois Vilanoba
Costumes: Amanda Farris, Christopher Dunn, Renee Rothmann
Sets: Courtesy of Western Ballet
Lighting Design: Cassie Barnes

Actl
Swanhilda: OLIVIA POWELL
NICOLE CIAPPONI (Saturday 7:30 pm)

Franz: MARCO CLEMENTE
ELIJAH HARTLEY (Saturday 7:30 pm)

Dr. Coppelius: DIEGO CRUZ ALVAREZ
Coppélia: Emma Caseres*

Friends
GENEVIEVE BOYLE ASTRID ARVELO LIZZIE DEVANNEY AMANDA FARRIS ALINA GONZALEZ
ALISON RAMORAN MICHEAL BUSHMAN BINAANVARI

Mazurka

NICOLE CIAPPONI LUIS GONZALEZ (Friday 7:30 pm & Saturday 2 pm)
OLIVIAPOWELL  LUIS GONZALEZ (Saturday 7:30 pm)

With
MARCO CLEMENTE (Friday 7:30 pm & Saturday 2 pm)
ELIJAH HARTLEY (Saturday 7:30 pm)
NATALIE ALLENTON EVELYN FEBUARY MIAHANFLIG KYLAMARCUS GRACE THOMPSON
BINAANVARI PHOENIX BREESE
Charlotte Caseres*, Michelle Li*, Neha Mistry*, Andrea Nevarez*, Lucy Tong*

Dolls

Explorer: Andrea Nevarez*
Jack & Jill: Michelle Li and Lucy Tong*
Spanish: Neha Mistry*
Scottish: Charlotte Caseres*

Intermission



Actll

Dawn
AMANDA FARRIS DIEGO CRUZ ALVAREZ

Joy & Harmony
ALISON RAMORAN LIZZIE DEVANNEY LUIS GONZALEZ

Waltz of the Hours

NICOLE CIAPPONI (Friday 7:30 pm, Saturday 2 pm)
OLIVIA POWELL (Saturday 7:30 pm)

With
NATALIE ALLENTON MIAHANFLIG KYLAMARCUS GRACE THOMPSON
Julianna Anonuevo*, Emma Caseres*, Dominique Rivera®, Colette Sawyer*, Abbie Wang*

Prayer

ALINA GONZALEZ MICHEAL BUSHMAN
ASTRID ARVELO BINAANVARI

Ribbon Dance

EVELYN FEBUARY MIAHANFLIG GENEVIEVE BOYLE GRACE THOMPSON
LUIS GONZALEZ

Celebration of Marriage

LIZZIE DEVANNEY ELIJAH HARTLEY (Friday 7:30 pm & Saturday 2 pm)
ALISON RAMORAN  MARCO CLEMENTE (Saturday 7:30 pm)

Wedding Pas de Deux

OLIVIAPOWELL MARCO CLEMENTE (Friday 7:30 pm & Saturday 2 pm)
NICOLE CIAPPONI ELIJAH HARTLEY (Saturday 7:30 pm)

Finale
Full Company

*Diablo Ballet School

World Premiere: May 25, 1870, Thééatre Impérial de |'Opéra , Paris, France.
Diablo Ballet Premiere: May 20, 2022, Lesher Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek, California.



Artists of the Company

Diego Cruz Alvarez Astrid Arvelo
Born: Zaragoza, Spain
Companies performed with:

San Francisco Ballet

Born: Caracas, Venezuela
Companies performed with:
Teresa Carrefio Ballet de

Caracas & Ballet Clasico

Cubano de Miami

Micheal Bushman Nicole Ciapponi

Born: Los Angeles, CA Born: Vancouver, BC
Companies performed with: Companies performed with:
Pacific Northwest Ballet, San Francisco Ballet and
Ballet West Joffrey Ballet

Marco Clemente

Born: Chicago, IL
Companies performed with:
Dayton Ballet, Minnesota
Ballet and Ballet Nebraska

Born: Bel Air, MD

Pittsburgh Ballet,

Luis Gonzalez

Born: Bogota, Colombia
Companies performed with:
Houston Ballet I, Orlando
Ballet, Joffrey Ballet,
Sarasota Ballet

Elijah Hartley

Ballet West

Lizzie Devanney
Companies performed with:

Pacific Northwest Ballet

Born: Montesano, WA
Companies performed with:

Amanda Farris

Born: Modesto, CA
Companies performed with:
The Georgia Ballet

Alina Gonzalez

Bom: Pittsburg, CA
Companies performed with:
Diablo Ballet

\

=

Alison Ramoran

Born: Torrance, CA
Companies performed with:
Oklahoma City Ballet,
Smuin Contemporary Ballet

Olivia Powell

Born: Boston, MA
Companies performed with:
The Alabama Ballet,

Ballet Memphis

Bina Anvari
Apprentice
Born: Castro Valley, CA

Genevieve Boyle
Apprentice
Born: Salt Lake City, UT

Evelyn Febuary
Apprentice
Born: Lafayette, LA

Mia Hanflig
JR Apprentice

Born: Cape Cod,

Natalie Allenton
Trainee

MA

Kyla Marcus
Trainee

Grace Thompson
JR Apprentice
Born: Berkeley, CA

Phoenix Breese
JR Trainee

Photos by Tue Nam Ton
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Lauren Jonas, Artistic Director

CHOREOGRAPHY SHOWCASE

Featuring Dancemakers of the Future

[
Le%

Friday, May 22 at
7:30pm
Del Valle Theatre

This special one-night only
performance features new
works by Diablo Ballet

o company dancers.

| | Tickets are $15 at
diabloballet.org




2025-2026 Season Sponsors
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Wellness & Fitness Team Special Thanks

Selina Shah, MD, FACP
Sports Medicine Physician

Denise Hilliard, MD
Primary Care Physician

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Pacer Physical Therapy

Joyce Warren, Meghann Oakes Rust,
Mari Ball and the Physical Therapy team
Center for Sports Medicine, Walnut Creek

Dr. Earl Paynton and staff
Paynton Chiropractic

Karen Lapointe
Fine Line Fitness Pilates
Pilates and Conditioning

Tracy Beckham
Body by Beckham
Nutrition & Physique Development

David Bruzzone, Managing Director, Newmark

Hank & Rosarie Chan

Azlan Ezaddin

Ashraf Habibullah, Co-Founder

Ted Helminski

Jenny Hudson & Marissa Pfaff, Ace
Dance Academy

Michael Kim

Kathy Nelson

Buckley Patchen

Renee Rothmann

Julie Trovato

Bryn Wears-Fitipaldi

PASE

Sedley Chew

Rose Kirshner & Staff, SF Dance Gear -
Walnut Creek







Friends of Diablo Ballet

Diablo Ballet acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals and
organizations whose support makes our performances possible. This list reflects
donations and contributions made to Diablo Ballet between January 1, 2025 - April 28,

2026. We thank you for your continued support and apologize for any omission or errors

in the listing.

Distinguished Gifts
$25K and above

Anonymous

Azlan Ezaddin

Ashraf Habibullah

Dean & Margaret Lesher
Foundation

Sonny’s Community Fund

U.S. Bank

Founders’ Circle
$15,000 - $24,999

Anonymous

CalFoods Logistics

David Nicolls (in Memory of
John Collins)

Quest Foundation

Jenny Yip & Michael Kim

Choreographers’ Circle

$10,000 - $14,999

Mt. Diablo Education
Foundation

Bernard E & Alba Witkin
Charitable Foundation

Mechanics Bank

PG&E

Dancers’ Circle
$5,000 to $9,999

Anonymous

Antioch Community Foundation
Umberto Leone

Lynn Luo

Carol Mather

Laurie Miller & lan McNeill
Louise Morrison

Richard Reed Foundation
Elizabeth Green Sah
Kerry Silverstone

Wanda Shuflin

Juliana Walters

Ambassadors’ Circle

$2,500 - $4,999

Anonymous

Elsie Brown

Community Bank of California

Cheryl & Chris DeSimone

Diablo Regional Arts
Association

Macy’s

Geraldine & Marco Magarelli

William & Renee Rothmann

Emily True & Adam Stanford

Encore

$1,000 - $2,499

Angela & William Blosen
Brenda & Leonard Cipriano

Elizabeth Collins (in memory of John

Collins)
Marlene & Keith Dines
Lucinda & Michael Ely
Helen Choi & David Glazer
Victoria Flynn
Anne Launt

Sabine Lemmo

Ania & Patryk Lesiewicz

Elaine & Jeff Luo

Elizabeth Masten

Carole Lowenberg & Robert
Morris

Sally Nichols

Maureen & George Pereira

Sandy & Marty Shellhammer

The Welch Family

lan White

Marilyn Wilkes

Patron
$500 - $999

Barry Benioff

Pamela & David Bernal
Romona Davis
Anonymous

Susan & Rick Boreliz
Angie & Pete Coffee
Jennifer Corbett
Ramona Davis
Katherine & Stanley Ferber
Joan Feury

Patty & Bill Gallagher
Loella & Ralph Haskew
Shyam Kumar

Denise & Frank Mallozzi
Pam Gordon & John Marvin
Sheila & David Matz
Carl & Gwaltney Mountford
Gail & James Murray
Russell Nelson

PayPal Giving Fund
Suzan & Eric Pressler
Ellen Osmundson

Ellen Pastore

Sharon & Don Ritchey
Judith Rowan

Susan Rubio

Pamela Sah

Nan Siegel

Cindy & Thomas Silva
Caitlin Sly

Setsuko Takenobu
Cecelia Tutt

Edwin Walker

Contributor
$100 - $499

Anonymous

Terri Anderson

Mary & Kirk Bennett
Alan Bergstein

Joanna Berman

Carla Blackmon

Arlynn & Craig Bloom
Jack S. Catton

Frances & Wai Chan
Melissa & Ken Clemente
Karyn Connell

Suzanne & Walter Cook
Billie & Gerald Cronen
Duy Dang

Carol DiMaggio

Kimi & David Dowell
Dan Dyer

Kathy Famulener

Joseph Ficurelli

Daria Fireman

Janet Frazier

Brett Gardner

Yolanda & Ynocencio Gonzalez

Sherril & José Gressel

Brittany Griffin

Leslie Kelly-Guerreo & Steve
Guerrero

Dajana & Tomasz Klos

Patricia Harris

Susie Hanson Hartman &
Charles Hartman

Erica & Dylan Hughes

Diana Huie

Edward Jones & Shane
Jacksteit

Steven & D’Arcy James

Mindy Jonas & Jonathan Delson

Andrea Joseph - Nickels

Dennis Irving

Stephanie Isaacson

Gary Masters & Fred Mathews

Corinne Jonas Mayer & John
Mayer

Terry & Diane Kamrin

Sean Kelly

Barbara Kuklewicz

Fred Lambright

Andrew Leavitt

Dr. Yuriria Lobato & Dr. Hilary
Lerner

Adeline Louie

Carl Lucania

Verna Lin

Wendy Lyn

Penny & Peter Mathewson

Sheila & David Matz

Diane Mauch

Linda & John McClain

David Meyer

David Miller

Alixandra Mora

Lee & Art Oller

Moira O’Neal

Kendra Pappas

Anika Peterson

Mary Beth & Dan Powell

June Rando

Vicki Robinson

Lana & Bill Rocha

Mary Ellen Rockdale

Kelly Rowland

Andréa Saunders

Mary Schulze

Kirsten & Greg Sawyer

Ellen & Bruce Smith

David & Jayne Sun Yee

Suzanne Thoreson

Debbie Toth & Colin Ewart

Ron Turner

Joyce Vandermeyde

Kristie & James Vetterli

Cathy Waite

Grace Wang

Aaron Woolsey

Lesley Wright

Halei Zhai



Friends of Diablo Ballet

New Building Capital Campaign Donors

Anonymous

Terri Anderson

Joanna Berman
Jonathan Berman
Angela & William Blosen
Angie & Pete Coffee
Jack S. Catton

Karyn Connell

Jennifer Corbett

Cheryl and Chris DeSimone
Marlene & Keith Dines
Joseph Ficurelli

Ashraf Habibullah

Jenny Yip & Michael Kim
Susan King

Barbara Kuklewicz

Anne Launt

Sabine Lemmo

Umberto Leone

The Lesiewicz Family

Dr. Yuriria Lobato & Dr. Hilary
Lerner

Verna Lin

Elaine & Jeff Luo

Lynn Luo

Denise & Frank Mallozzi

Elizabeth Masten

Carol Mather

Laurie Miller & lan
McNeill

Allison Mitobe

Louise Morrison

Gail & Jim Murray

Angevine Mutsumi

David Nicolls (in memory
of John Collins)

Ellen Osmundson

Ellen Pastore

June Rando

Sandy & Marty
Shellhammer

Wanda & TJ Shuflin

Kerry Silverstone

Caitlin Sly

The Sawyer Family

Setsuko Takenobu

Mei Fong Tong

Joyce Vandermeyde

Chunli Vu

Grace Wang

The Welch Family

Aaron Woolsey

Halei Zhai

Experience the power of dance.

15th Annual

GOURMET
GALLOP

September 10, 2026
6:00 - 8:30 pm

v
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Diablo Ballet presents our 2026-27 Season!

The Nutcracker Suite
November 13 - 14, 2026

Choreographer Julia Adam’s newly expanded The Nutcracker Suite offers a charming
reimagining of the beloved holiday classic. Clara and her family are swept into a magical world
of enchantment—where the Sugar Plum Fairy reigns, the mischievous Mouse King lurks, and
snow falls in a breathtaking on-stage dream perfect for audiences of all ages.

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
February 12 - 13, 2027

The February program features Julia Adam’s 4 Midsummer Night's Dream, a playful ballet
inspired by William Shakespeare, where fairies, sprites, and young lovers get tangled in
magical adventures. The program also includes George Balanchine’s Valse-Fantaisie dazzles
with exciting, dancing set to Mikhail Glinka’s sweeping melodies and a reprise of Paul Taylor’s
Company B, which brings high-energy jazz and jitterbug to life with the iconic music of the
Andrews Sisters.

Carmen
March 19 - 20, 2027

Carmen, choreographed by Brian Enos with costumes created by Patricia Barker, is a lively
and dramatic ballet that tells the story of a strong-willed woman named Carmen who values
her independence and follows her heart. This brand-new ballet features the iconic music from
Carmen, one of the most frequently performed operas in the world.

Val Caniparoli’s Little Red Riding Hood
May 14 - 15, 2027

Internationally renowned choreographer Val Caniparoli brings a beloved fairy tale to life with

a thrilling ballet inspired by Little Red Riding Hood. Drawing from Charles Perrault’s classic
story, this new work blends charm, suspense, and timeless lessons about trust and courage. Also
included is Gerald Arpino’s beautiful Reflections, a neoclassical, pure dance ballet complete
with high lifts, a flying pace, and classic beauty!

Purchase tickets: 925.943.SHOW / lesherartscenter.org
Information and Groups: 925.943.1775 / diabloballet.org




