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Dear Friends of Diablo Ballet,

There is something especially magical about opening a new season, and
even more so when we begin with a story that has become such a beloved
part of the holiday tradition.

We are thrilled to welcome you to our brand-new, two-act production of
The Nutcracker Suite, choreographed by the wonderfully imaginative
Julia Adam. With new choreography, beautiful costumes, and plenty of
surprises, this production brings a fresh perspective to a story we all know
and love.

For me, this performance represents much more than the beginning of
another season. It represents the extraordinary journey Diablo Ballet has
taken over more than three decades and the incredible community that
has made that journey possible. From our dancers and choreographers to
our musicians, designers, staff, volunteers, Board of Directors, donors,
sponsors, and educators, so many people contribute to bringing our vision
to life.

This season is particularly meaningful as we continue to grow both
onstage and throughout our community with our new building!

As we enter our 331 year, we are excited to share a season filled with
beloved stories, timeless masterpieces, new choreography, and bold
artistic voices. Most importantly, we are grateful that you are here to
experience it with us.

Thank you for being part of the Diablo Ballet family and for believing in
the power of dance to enrich, inspire, and educate.

Now, let the magic begin!

With profound gratitude,

Lauren Jonas
Artistic Director, Diablo Ballet



The Nutcracker Suite

Choreography: Julia Adam
Music: Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
(surprise tracks from Benny Goodman
and His Orchestra and Jackie Gleason Orchestra)
Costume Design and Construction: Amanda Farris, Christopher Dunn, Renee Rothmann
Lighting Design: Cassie Barnes & Jack Carpenter
Set and Props: Sedley Chew, Debbie Shelley, Krissy Gray
Diablo Ballet School Rehearsal Assistants: Nicole Ciapponi, Amanda Farris, Evelyn Febuary,
Andrea Gaudet, Mia Hanflig, Olivia Powell

Clara Diablo Alison Ramoran
Concierge/Drosselmeyer Luis Gonzalez
Bell Hop/Nutboy Marco Clemente
Mrs. Diablo/Sugar Plum Lizzie Devanney
Mr. Diablo/Cavalier Elijah Hartley
Auntie Diablo/Snow Queen Amanda Farris
Fritz Diablo/Mouse King Peter Millin
Hotel Guest/Mrs. Hanukkah /Jack Frost Nicole Ciapponi
Hotel Guest/Mr. Hanukkah Diego Cruz Alvarez
Hotel Guest/Pan Am Pilot Bina Anvari

Maid 1/Joy Poinsettia Alina Gonzalez
Maid 2/Mrs. Goodman Genevieve Boyle
Maid 3/Mrs. Gleason Mia Hanflig

Maid 4/Flight Attendant Natalie Allenton
Maid 5/Flight Attendant Kyla Marcus
Maid 6/Noel Poinsettia Astrid Arvelo
Bell Hop/Mr. Goodman *Phoenix Breese

Soldiers and Mice
Peter Millin, Marco Clemente, Alison Ramoran, Luis Gonzalez
**Qlive Caseres, **Mitra Lavine, **Grayson McChesney, **Eva Robinson, **Sophia Senh,
**Eden Tomtania, **Emily Tram, **Mia Vos

Mirlitons
Alison Ramoran, Luis Gonzalez
Genevieve Boyle, Alina Gonzalez

Snowflakes
Alison Ramoran, Marco Clemente
Amanda Farris, Luis Gonzalez
Nicole Ciapponi
with
Natalie Allenton, Mia Hanflig, Kyla Marcus
*Emma Caseras, *Joy Hsiao, *Hina Oshima

Intermission



Snow Kids
**Sofia Bognari, **Gwen Caseres, **Sarah Causevic, **Emerson DaValle,
**Tallula Duvall Banks, **Mariah Farris, **Mai Feinberg, **Stella Foltynek,
**Vivian Gigliotti, **Ellie Ho, **Peyton Holmes, **Chloe Huang, **Hibiki Kasahara, **Sophie
Kim, **Celinka Lesiewicz, **Sophia Liu, **Naavya Mistry, **Sylvianne Mulvaney, **Josephine
Rimes, **Bradley Robinson, **Sophie Skinner, **Anaya Sookhai, **Penelope Weber-Griffith,
**Aria Zhou

Sugar Plum Pas de Trois
Lizzie Devanney, Luis Gonzalez, Elijah Hartley

Dreidel Dance
Nicole Ciapponi, Diego Cruz Alvarez
*Phoenix Breese, Genevieve Boyle, Mia Hanflig
**Charlotte Caseres, **Lauren Cubanske, **Ella Douglass, **Neha Mistry,
**Colette Sawyer, **Elise Tamayo, **Isabelle Wilson, **Audrey Winterbourne

Mistletoe
**Naomi Chen, *Vivianne Crowell, **Violeta Ferreira, **Katie Friedman, **Hannah Lim,
**Madison Lim, **Philippa Post, **Daphne Rau, **Kinsley Resendiz, **Eliana Rose, **Nika
Taghizadeh, **Sophie Wodhams

Fly Away
Natalie Allenton, Kyla Marcus, Bina Anvari
*Emma Caseres, *Joy Hsiao, *Hina Oshima

Poinsettias
Alison Ramoran, Marco Clemente
Alina Gonzalez, Astrid Arvelo
Diego Cruz Alvarez, Bina Anvari, Marco Clemente, Luis Gonzalez, Elijah Hartley, Peter Millin
**Charlotte Caseres, **Lauren Cubanske, **Ella Douglass, **Colette Sawyer,
**Elise Tamayo, **Alana Wilson, **Audrey Winterbourne

Epilogue
Full Company

*Diablo Ballet Trainee
**Diablo Ballet School Student

World Premiere Act 1: November 8, 2019, Del Valle Theatre, Walnut Creek, California
World Premiere Full Length: November 12, 2021, Lesher Center for the Arts, Walnut Creek, California

This performance of “The Nutcracker Suite” is made possible by: Dean & Margaret Lesher Foundation, J.R., Ashraf
Habibullah, Elizabeth Green Sah and The Richard Sah Memorial Fund for New Work,
Louise Morrison, William Rothmann



Choreographer

Canadian born Julia Adam received her early
training in her hometown of Ottawa, Ontario, and

at age thirteen began studies at the National Ballet
School in Toronto, graduating in 1983. Upon
receiving a Canada Council Grant, Julia spent a year
traveling, exploring the European art and dance scene
along with apprenticing with the National Ballet

of Canada. She then joined the company under the
direction of Erik Bruhn. In 1988, Julia joined San
Francisco Ballet, where she finished the remainder
of her dancing career, gaining prestige as a principal
dancer known for her lyricism, musicality and broad
theatrical range. Julia performed a wide range of
roles in Artistic Director Helgi Tomasson’s diverse
repertory for the Company. She retired from dancing
in Spring 2002. Julia has created over 70 works for
numerous companies including San Francisco Ballet,
The National Ballet of Canada, Houston Ballet,

The Joffrey Ballet, ABT 2, Alberta Ballet, Oregon
Ballet Theater, Atlanta Ballet, Nashville Ballet and has created and staged over 10 works
on Ballet Memphis where she was Artistic Associate from 2010 to 2013. In 2014, Julia
founded her own company, Julia Adam Dance, an ensemble of handpicked dancers
performing in an open air theater built in beautiful West Marin. She also continues to
choreograph, create new works for companies, and win critical acclaim for her work.

From Creative Movement to pre-professional training programs, enroll
today to train with our first-class Diablo Ballet School faculty, which includes
Diablo Ballet’s own professional dancers.

diabl
Learn more at diabloballet.org, or email school@diabloballet.org
SCNOO




Diego Cruz Alvarez
Born: Zaragoza, Spain

Companies performed with:

San Francisco Ballet

Artists of the Company

Astrid Arvelo

Born: Caracas, Venezuela
Companies performed with:
Teresa Carrefio Ballet de
Caracas & Ballet Clésico
Cubano de Miami

Genevieve Boyle
Born: Salt Lake City, UT

Aspen Santa Fe Ballet,
Ballet Chicago, Ballet West

Companies performed with:

Nicole Ciapponi

Born: Vancouver, BC
Companies performed with:
San Francisco Ballet and
Joffrey Ballet

Marco Clemente

Born: Chicago, IL
Companies performed with:
Dayton Ballet, Minnesota
Ballet and Ballet Nebraska

Lizzie Devanney
Born: Bel Air, MD

Companies performed with:

Pittsburgh Ballet,
Pacific Northwest Ballet

Natalie Allenton
Apprentice

Alina Gonzalez
Born: Pittsburg, CA

Amanda Farris
Born: Modesto, CA
Companies performed with:

The Georgia Ballet Diablo Ballet

Peter Millin Olivia Powell

Born: Los Angeles, CA Born: Boston, MA
Companies performed with: Companies performed with:
Pacific Northwest Ballet, The Alabama Ballet,

Ballet West Ballet Memphis

Bina Anvari
Apprentice

Companies performed with:

Mia Hanflig
Apprentice

Luis Gonzalez

Born: Bogota, Colombia
Companies performed with:
Houston Ballet Il, Orlando
Ballet, Joffrey Ballet,
Sarasota Ballet

Elijah Hartley
Montesano, WA
Companies performed with:
Ballet West

Alison Ramoran

Born: Torrance, CA
Companies performed with:
Oklahoma City Ballet,
Smuin Contemporary Ballet

Kyla Marcus
Apprentice

Phoenix Breese
Trainee

Emma Caseres
Trainee Trainee

Joy Hsiao

Hina Oshima
Trainee

Photos by Tue Nam Ton



Diablo Ballet’s

NUTCRACKER

DECEMBER 2ND {.5:30-8:30 PM

Enjoy a festive evening of holiday shopping, tasty bites,
and more!

Complimentary Gifts
Bee Hive Salon | SkinSpirit Danville

Featured Vendors
DEMBY'
Felicity Creates-t All
Girls Curls Jewelry

- Haute Jewels
Intentional Goods
Irene Bee Kaine
Kathy Kamgi
Mossy Stick-Gardens
TLC Pottery
Tifa Chocolate & Gelato
Utku Kids
Zoonies Candy
and more....

20% of proceeds benefit Diablo Ballet
Free admission! RSVP diabloballet.org

B

Diablo Ballet Center for Dance
490 North Wiget Lane, Walnut Creek




2026-2027 Sponsors

(Ebank

Quest

Bernard E. & Alba Witkin
Charitable Foundation® )

DENISE HILLIARD. MD

INTERNAL MEDICINE/ REGENERATIVE AESTHETICS
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Dance & Sports Medicine
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& Mechanics
Bank’

Antioch Community
Foundation
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RICHARD REED
FOUNDATION

PACER

Physxcal Therapy Inc

Center for Sports Medicine
Walnut Creek

Wellness & Fitness Team

Selina Shah, MD, FACP
Sports Medicine Physician

Denise Hilliard, MD
Primary Care Physician

Tania & Daniel Bajada
Pacer Physical Therapy

Joyce Warren, Meghann Oakes Rust,
Mari Ball and the Physical Therapy team
Center for Sports Medicine, Walnut Creek

Dr. Earl Paynton and staff
Paynton Chiropractic

Karen Lapointe
Fine Line Fitness Pilates
Pilates and Conditioning

Tracy Beckham
Body by Beckham
Nutrition & Physique Development

Special Thanks
David Bruzzone, Managing Director, Newmark

Hank & Rosarie Chan
Azlan Ezaddin
Ashraf Habibullah, Co-Founder
Ted Helminski

Kathy Nelson
Buckley Patchen
Renee Rothmann
Kirsten Sawyer

Julie Trovato

Bryn Wears-Fitipaldi
PASE

Sedley Chew

Rose Kirshner & Staff, SF Dance Gear -
Walnut Creek




Friends of Diablo Ballet

Diablo Ballet acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals and
organizations whose support makes our performances possible. This list reflects
donations and contributions made to Diablo Ballet between January 1, 2026 — October
19, 2026. We thank you for your continued support and apologize for any omission or

errors in the listing.

Distinguished Gifts
$25K and above
Anonymous

Azlan Ezaddin

Alfred Fontes, Jr.
Ashraf Habibullah
California Arts Council
US Bank

Founders’ Circle

$15,000 - $24,999

CalFoods Logistics

Dean & Margaret Lesher
Foundation

Quest Foundation

Choreographers’ Circle

$10,000 - $14,999

Mt. Diablo Education
Foundation

Bernard E. & Alba Witkin

Charitable
Foundation

PG&E

Louise Morrison

David Nicolls (in memory of
John Collins)

Jenny Yip & Michael Kim

Dancers’ Circle

$5,000 to $9,999

Antioch Community Foundation
The Lemmo Family

Mechanics Bank

Laurie Miller & lan McNeill
Richard Reed Foundation

Ambassadors’ Circle
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous
Cheryl & Chris DeSimone

Karen & Sylvaine Lapointe
Umberto Leone

Elizabeth Green Sah

Emily True & Adam Stanford

Encore

$1,000 - $2,499

Angela & William Blosen

Elizabeth Collins (in memory of
John Collins)

Helen Choi & David Glazer

Marlene & Keith Dines

Michael & Lucinda Ely

Brenda Frye

Pam Gordon & John Marvin

Elizabeth Masten

Linda Mullen

The Sawyer Family

Kerry Silverstone

Patron

$500 - $999

Pamela & David Bernal
Ramona Davis

Joe Ficurelli

Joan Feury

Victoria Flynn

Loella & Ralph Haskew
Shyam Kumar

Sean Kelly

Ania & Patryk Lesiewicz
Eric & Suzan Pressler
Don & Sharon Ritchey
Susan Rubio

Judith Rowan

The Yoell Family

Contributor
$100 - $499
Barry Benioff
Alan Bergstein

Carla Blackmon

Mei Chu

Melissa & Ken Clemente

David Dowell

Dan Dyer

Kathleen Famulener

Patty & Bill Gallagher

Yolanda & Ynocencio
Gonzalez

Yolanda Gonzalez (in honor of
Cheryl DeSimone)

Carolyn Goto

Brittany Griffin

Dennis Irving

Diane & Terry Kamrin

Barbara Kuklewicz

Kavita Master

Corinne Jonas Mayer & John
Mayer

Alixandra Mora

Linda & Jeff McClain

David Miller

Pamela Miller

Sheila & David Matz

Gail & James Murray

Andrea Joseph-Nickels

Fred Lambright

Anne Launt

Andrew Leavitt

Jean Louie

Wendy Lyn

Kelly Rowland

Nan Siegel

Ellen & Bruce Smith

Debbie Toth

Suzanne Thoreson

Ronald Turner

Joyce Vandermeyde

Kristie & James Vetterli

Lesley Wright

David & Jayne Sun Yee

Diablo Ballet

HELP US PLAN THE FUTURE OF DIABLO BALLET

One lucky respondent will receive two tickets to an upcoming Diablo Ballet performance.

Scan to participate!




Friends of Diablo Ballet

New Building Capital Campaign Donors

Anonymous

Terri Anderson

Joanna Berman
Jonathan Berman
Angela & William Blosen
Angie & Pete Coffee
Jack S. Catton

Karyn Connell

Jennifer Corbett

Cheryl and Chris DeSimone
Marlene & Keith Dines
Joseph Ficurelli

Ashraf Habibullah

Jenny Yip & Michael Kim
Susan King

Barbara Kuklewicz
Shyam Kumar

Anne Launt

Sabine Lemmo

Umberto Leone

The Lesiewicz Family

Dr. Yuriria Lobato & Dr. Hilary
Lerner

Verna Lin

Elaine & Jeff Luo

Lynn Luo

Denise & Frank Mallozzi

Elizabeth Masten

Carol Mather

Laurie Miller & lan
McNeill

Louise Morrison

Gail & Jim Murray

Angevine Mutsumi

David Nicolls (in memory
of John Collins)

Ellen Osmundson

Ellen Pastore

June Rando

Sandy & Marty
Shellhammer

Wanda & TJ Shuflin

Kerry Silverstone

Caitlin Sly

The Sawyer Family

Setsuko Takenobu

Mei Fong Tong

Joyce Vandermeyde

Chunli Vu

Grace Wang

The Welch Family

Aaron Woolsey

Halei Zhai

Thank you to our friends at RGC Construction for
our beautiful, new Diablo Ballet Center for Dance!

Built with Precision. Backed by Integrity.

Commercial and Residential Costruction Services
rgcconstruction.com
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Join Us for the Remainder of Our 2026-2027 Season!

A Midsummer Night’s Dream
February 12 - 13, 2027

The February program features Julia Adam’s 4 Midsummer Night's Dream, a playful ballet
inspired by William Shakespeare, where fairies, sprites, and young lovers get tangled in
magical adventures. The program also includes George Balanchine’s Valse-Fantaisie dazzles
with exciting, dancing set to Mikhail Glinka’s sweeping melodies and a reprise of Paul Taylor’s
Company B, which brings high-energy jazz and jitterbug to life with the iconic music of the
Andrews Sisters.

Carmen
March 19 - 20, 2027

Carmen, choreographed by Brian Enos with costumes created by Patricia Barker, is a lively
and dramatic ballet that tells the story of a strong-willed woman named Carmen who values
her independence and follows her heart. This brand-new ballet features the iconic music from
Carmen, one of the most frequently performed operas in the world.

Val Caniparoli’s Red Riding Hood
May 14 - 15, 2027

Internationally renowned choreographer Val Caniparoli brings a beloved fairy tale to life with a
thrilling ballet inspired by Red Riding Hood. Drawing from Charles Perrault’s classic story, this
new work blends charm, suspense, and timeless lessons about trust and courage. Also included
is Gerald Arpino’s beautiful Reflections, a neoclassical, pure dance ballet complete with high
lifts, a flying pace, and classic beauty!

Purchase tickets: 925.943.SHOW / lesherartscenter.org
Information and Groups: 925.943.1775 / diabloballet.org




